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1 Introduction 

1.1 Outer Dowsing Offshore Wind (ODOW)  

1. Outer Dowsing Offshore Wind (“The Project”) is a proposed offshore windfarm, with an Array Area 

located approximately 33miles (54km) off the coast of Lincolnshire.  The Project has a total installed 

capacity of 1.5GW which is roughly equivalent to the annual electricity consumption of over 1.6 million 

UK households.    

2. The Project includes the offshore and onshore infrastructure required to transmit the power generated 

by the wind turbines to an onshore substation (OnSS) at Surfleet Marsh and subsequently into the 

National Grid Transmission System at Weston Marsh, the grid connection point specified by National 

Grid Electricity System Operator (NGESO), in its grid connection offer for the Project. 

1.2 The purpose of this Statement of Common Ground (SOCG) 

3.  The Environment Agency (EA) is a public body, sponsored by the Department for the Environment, Food 

and Rural Affairs (DEFRA), which has statutory duties and powers to protect and improve the 

environment, with statutory functions relating to main rivers, pollution, waste management, coastal 

defences and flood risk.  There will be an interface between ODOW and the EA at locations where the 

Project intersects with main rivers, coastal defences, flood defences and in relation to the project’s 

management of flood risk, flood resilience and flood protection relating to the onshore substation 

(OnSS). 

4. The EA is identified in the draft DCO as a consultee in the approval process for certain pre-construction 

documents in respect of certain construction activities, relating to its statutory duties.  

5. An environmental permit would ordinarily be required from the EA pursuant to regulation 12(1)(a) 

(requirement for environmental permit) of the Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) 

Regulations 2016 in relation to the carrying out of a flood risk activity however regulation 12(1)(a) and 

the provisions of any byelaws made under, or having effect as if made under, paragraphs 5, 6 or 6A of 

Schedule 25 to the Water Resources Act 1991 that require consent or approval for the carrying out of 

works have been disapplied in the Draft DCO (see Article 7) (document REP5-002 and the consent of the 

EA to the disapplication has been sought by the Applicant. Protective provisions have been included in 

the Draft DCO in Part 4 of Schedule 18 for the benefit of the EA in order to protect the assets over which 

the EA has responsibilities, replacing the normal environmental permit process for flood risk activities. 

6. This draft SOCG has been prepared by the Applicant and the EA. It identifies topics that are relevant to 

the EA’s statutory role and its assets and states whether relevant matters are agreed, not agreed or still 

in discussion. 

7. This SOCG has been prepared with due regard to the Planning Act 2008: Guidance for the examination of 

applications for development consent (Department for Communities and Local Government, 2015).  

1.3 Topics addressed in this Statement of Common Ground (SOCG) 

8. Table 1 sets out the topics addressed in this SOCG which relate to the EA’s statutory roles. The topics 

referred to are referenced against the relevant chapter of the Environmental Statement (ES), or other 

DCO application plans or documents. 
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